Féile na gCloigini Gorma 2023 1






Féile na gCloigini Gorma 2023 3



i If we want to save humanity
from self- desfrucﬁon, there must be a
better dlstr ion of the wealth and

nger and not huﬁl&;iify.
will be too late fc do what

. Fidel Castro,

UN Earth Summit, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
June 12, 1992
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FOREWORD

For the 7th year running we are delighted to
organise our unique community health and well-
being festival, Féile na gCloigini Gorma in May
2023! Since our last festival in 2022, we have
seen major developments unfold in our society,
both positive and negative. Our community is
suffering from the so-called Cost of Living Crisis
which was more accurately described at a recent
Public Meeting we organised as ‘the permanent
crisis of capitalism’. This same greed in name of
profit is taking further towards the greatest crisis
of our time: climate destruction. At the same time,
the Upper Springfield community also led the way
and demonstrated massive resilience during the
past year. From our environmental stalwart Aaron
Kelly and other locals’ pioneering work to rewild
and protect our Black Mountain; our young people
leading the way through An Dream Dearg to
successfully campaign for an Irish Language Act;
to the courageous and inspirational victory of the
Mac Gabhann family through the Donate4Daithi
campaign which successfully brought DIi Déithi
(Daithi’s Law) to the statute book for June 1st! Féile
na gCloigini Gorma is inspired by this community’s
grassroots activism that proves that another world

is possible.

Capitalism and colonialism will cost us the earth.
Just 100 companies have been the source of more
than 70% of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions
since 1988. These companies, like BP and Shell,

are announcing record profits as the world burns.

It is the colonised and the poor of the world

who contribute least to the climate crisis but who
will suffer the worst. Leading climate scientists
acknowledged that colonialism is a historic

and ongoing driver of the climate crisis in the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)

report this past year.

British colonisation saw the wholesale destruction
of our native Irish trees across Ireland to fuel their
Industrial Revolution, the local Black Mountain
Rewilding project has been planting trees on our
beautiful mountain and therefore they, collectively
alongside our young people in the Dream Dearg
reviving the native language, are planting the

blooming seeds of decolonisation!

Each May the famous Black Mountain ‘Hatchet
Field’ blooms and chimes with the glorious site

of a sea of indigenous wild ‘Blue Bells’ (Cloigini
Gorma). We use the symbol of the blooming ‘Blue
Bells’ to remind local people of the joys of life, their
natural environment and our historical and spiritual

connections with our environment and community.

The Féile na gCloigini Gorma organising
committee are all united by our determination

to build a sense of community within the Upper
Springfield, a commitment that has now been
made more relevant than ever by the collective
trauma and loss we have all experienced over
the last two years. This year we have produced
a fantastic programme of events that will provide
excellent opportunities to connect with their local

community
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The Féile will kick off at 12pm on Friday 12th May
in Glér na Ména’s community centre, Gael-lonad
Mhic Goill, with food, music and guest speaker
Tina Black who has been a massive supporter of
local initiatives in this community over the past
year since she was installed as Mayor of Belfast in
June 2022. The Féile will conclude 8 days later

on Saturday 20th May with a parade through
Whiterock at 9am just as the first Upper Springfield
Festival did 50 years ago in 1973 followed by
GAA and Soccer tournaments and a family funday

in Whiterock Leisure Centre.

We are absolutely thrilled with the big news that
the brilliant and world renowned Damien Dempsey
will headline our annual Féile na gCloigini Gorma
concert on Thursday 18th for the first concert in

the newly built and state of the art St Comgalls
building. Damo will be supported by the best local

musicians including Breandan ‘Nipper’ Quinn,

John McSherry and Francis McElduff, Niamh Nic
lonnrachtaigh, Run For Cover and Brian Hicks.
We will support local football team CSP (Cumann
Spéirt an Phobail) in organising our annual Black
Mountain run; and we organise the usual eclectic
mix of fun events with a special focus on bringing
our young people out in nature which will include;
Family treasure hunts; sunset walks, sunrise

sea swims and yoga; outdoor workshops with
Connected Adventure; bingo nights; community
film club; family fishing trips; planting, sowing and
foraging with Géirdin an Phobail; Dianchtrsa

Youth-led Irish course; youth mock election.

Mental hedlth is a key pillar of Féile na gCloigini
Gorma and this year we have added new tailored
workshops including: a session on Parenting
Anxious Children and Young People with
renowned author and psychotherapist Bronagh
Starrs; a talk on ‘What is Autism’ with the autistic



best-selling author, entrepreneur, philanthropist and
keynote speaker from Derry, Jude Morrow; and a
trauma informed memoir writing workshop- ‘The
Rest of the Story with Boston born New York Best
Times-selling author Michael Patrick Mac Donald
on Monday 15th May; while the inspirational local
writing project Scribhneoiri an tSléibhe is back

on Friday 19th May for an outdoor expression

of song and story in Géirdin an Phobail to mark
25 years of the Good Friday Agreement. We will
also engage the urgent debate on Climate Action
through our political education programme with

a panel discussion: ‘The Planet'’s On Fire: What Is
To Be Done?’ with guest speakers Prof John Barry,
Ellen Fearon, Lynda Sullivan and Dr Peter Doran
on Monday 15th May.

On behalf of the organising committee, we would
like to welcome everyone to join us in building
and celebrating a sense of community, solidarity,

celebration and well-being!
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FOCAL BROLLAIGH

Don tseacht( bliain as a chéile, t& lochdir orainn
ar bhFéile uathtil pobail, sléinte agus folléine,
Féile na gCloigini Gorma, a chur faoi lén seoil i
mBealtaine 2023! Thainig neart forbairti chun cinn
sa tsochai 6n Fhéile in 2022, idir dearfach agus
ditltach. Té ar bpobal ag fulaingt le Géarchéim
an Chostais Mhaireachtéla né ‘géarchéim bhuan
an chaipitleachais’ mar a cuireadh sios air ag
cruinnit poibli a d’eagraigh muid ar na mallaibh.
In ainm brabuis, t& an tsaint chéanna ag bailit
nirt i direo ghéarchéim is mé na hooise seo:
éirscriosadh timpeallachta. Ag an am chéanna,
b’ébhar mér misnigh é pobal Uachtar Chluanai
sa bhliain a chuaigh thart. On cheannrédai
timpeallachta Aaron Kelly agus ceannairi eile sa
phobal ag déanamh obair chlaothlaitheach ag
tabhairt cosaint don fhiadhtlra ar an Sliabh Dubh;
ér ndaoine éga dititla chun tosaigh san fheachtas
rathtil a d’éagraigh An Dream Dearg d’Acht
Gaeilge; go bua spreaguil agus stairidil Chlann
Mhic Gabhann leis an fheachtas Donate4Daithi

a chuirfidh Dli Déithi ar leabhar na reachtaiochta
ar an 16 Meitheamh! Spreagann an gniomhd én
bhun anios ar fad seo Féile na gCloigini Gorma

agus léirionn sé gur féidir an domhan a athro.

Té an coilineachas agus an caipitleachas ag cur
deireadh leis an chine daonna. Ni astaionn ach
100 comhlacht domhanda 70% den ghés ceaptha
teasa 6 bhi 1988 ann. Agus an domhan tri thine,
shéraigh na comhlachtai seo amhail BP agus Shell

curiarrachtai brabuis i mbliana.

Is muintir an choilinithe agus na mbocht leis an
bhaint is [0 sa ghéarchéim is mé a bheas thios
leis na himpleachtai. Daithin tuairisc de chuid an
Phainéal Idir-Rialtasach ar Athri Aerdide (IPCC)
gur ceann feadhna stairitil agus reatha é an

coilineachas ar an ghéarchéim.

Rinne coilineachas na Breataine léirscrios ar
chrainn dhochasacha na hEireann chun an
Réabhloid Thionsclaioch a chotht. Ni hamhéin go
bhfuil muintir ‘Rewilding the Black Mountain’ ag
leagan siolta ar an tsliabh chun na crainn a thas
aris, mar aon lenér ndaoine éga sa Dream Dearg,

té siad ag leagan siolta an dichoilinithe in Eirinn!

Blathaionn lear mér Cloigini Gorma figine até
dichasach de Phairc Tua an tSléibhe Dhuibh
achan Bhealtaine. Baineann muid 0séid as na
cloigini gorma mar shiombail le cur i gcuimhne
do dhaoine faoi aocibhneas an tsaoil, a ndulra
nadortha agus an tabhacht a bhaineann le sléinte

agus dlothphairtiocht phobail.

Ta Coiste na Féile ar fad contaithe inér ndiograis
le dlothphairtiocht phobail a chrutht san Uachtar

Chluandi, gealltanas a rinneadh ni b’ébhartha né
riamh mar gheall ar an fréma agus an chaillivint

choiteann le cipla bliain anuas. Reachtéil

muid clér iontach lan imeachtai a sholéthréidh

deiseanna do dhaoine a nascadh leis an phobal.



Cuirfear an Fhéile faoi lén seoil ag 12in ar an
Aoine 120 Bedltaine in ionad pobail Ghlér na
Ména, Gael-lonad Mhic Goill, le bia, ceol agus
an t-aoichainteoir Tina Black a thacaigh go mér le
tograi éititla le bliain anuas mar Ardmhéara Bhéal
Feirste. Criochnéidh an Fhéile 8 la nios moille
ar an Satharn 200 Bealtaine le mérshidl trid an
Charraig Bhén, cosuil leis an chéad Féile Uachtar
Chluanai 50 bligin 6 shin in 1973, chomh maith
le comértais sacair agus CLG agus lé teaghlaigh

spraoi i Sélann na Carraige Béine ina dhiaidh.

Is cGis éthais ddinn a fhégairt go mbeidh an
ceoltéir iomréiteach mér le ré Damien Dempsey
mar phriomhaoi do cheolchoirm na Féile ar

an Déardaoin 180, an chéad cheolchoirm san
fhoirgneamh Grscothach de chuid Naomh Comgaill.
Tacéidh cuid de na ceoltéir ditidla is fearr le

Damo ar an oiche: Breandan ‘Nipper’ Quinn,

John McSherry agus Francis McElduff, Niamh Nic
lonnrachtaigh, Run For Cover agus Brian Hicks.
Tacéidh an Fhéile leis an fhoireann peile aitiGi
Cumann Spéirt an Phobail chun Rith an tSléibhe
Dhuibh blianttil a eagri; agus eagréidh muid
imeachtai sultmhara de gach sort le béim ar an
nasc idir daoine éga s’againn agus an nédor,
amhail: téraiocht taisce an phobiail; sitléidi lui na
gréine; snamh agus idéga cois farraige; ceardlann
faoin spéir le Connected Adventure; oiche biongé;
oiche scanndin an phobail; turas iascaireachta;
plandt, cotht, agus sealgaireacht le Gairdin an
Phobail; dianchtrsa na n-6g; bréag-thoghchén na

n-6g agus go leor eile.
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Ta slainte mheabhrach ag croilér Fhéile na
gCloigini Gorma agus i mbliana chuir muid
ceardlanna saincheaptha leis an chlér: seision ar
thuistio pdisti agus daoine 6ga a bhfuil imni orthu
le hodar agus siciteiripeoir mér le ré Bronagh
Starrs; plé ar ‘Cad is é uathachas?’ leis an 0dar
sardhiola chlviteach a bhfuil vathachas air, Jude
Morrow 6 Dhoire; ceardlann scribhneoireachta
dirithe ar an trama leis an 0dar sardhiola ‘New
York Best Times’ Michael Patrick Mac Donald 6
Boston ar an Luan 150; chomh maith leis an togra
spreaguil ar scribhneoireacht chruthaitheach
Scribhneoiri an tSléibhe i nGairdin an Phobuail

chun breathn siar ar 25 bliain de Chomhaontt
Aoine an Chéasta. | rith ama, rachaidh muid i
ng|eic le mércheist an lae, athro aerdide, tri chlér
oideachais pholaitivil s’againn le plé-phainéal
‘The Planet's On Fire: What Is To Be Done?’ leis an
Ollamh John Barry, Ellen Fearon, Lynda Sullivan

agus Dr Peter Doran ar an Luan 150 Bealtaine.

Thar ceann an choiste stiortha, ba mhaith linn failte
mhér a chur roimh chéch a bheith linn chun bri
pobail, dlthphéirtiochta, ceiliortha agus folléine a

chotht agus a cheiliradh!



AN AOINE 120 BEALTAINE | FRIDAY 12TH MAY

Seoladh Féile na gCloigini Gorma | Launch of Bluebell Festival 2023
Aoichainteoir | Guest Speaker : Mayor Tina Black

Gael-lonad Mhic Goill
Newhill: 02890236243

Siuléid Phobail
Community Walk

Pairc na bhFdl | Falls Park - Meet at Playpark Entrance

arleneblaney@usdt. co.uk




AN SATHARN 13U BEALTAINE | SATURDAY 13TH MAY

BUS GO CUAN HELEN
- Cuirfear sélaisti ar fail
- Snamh breacadh an
lae roghnach
BUS TO HELEN'S BAY

- Refreshments provided

- Optional sunrise swim

RSVP: arleneblaney@usdt.co.uk / 0289236243

6.00AM

ACLAIOCHT COIS TRA | FITNESS ON THE BEACH

Pairc na bhFdl | Falls Park

feargal@glornamona.com

Park-Rith Bandearg ar son Deont Orgéin
Pink Park Run in support of Organ Donation

Seoladh
Tionscadal Ealaine
an tSléibhe Dhuibh
Launch of Sliabh Dubh
Community Art Project

Sliabh Dubh Manor

mickmcallister@usdt.co.uk

Dianchirsa agus
Céili na nOg

Youth Irish Course and
Céili Dance

lonad Oige agus
Pobail Chnoc Nua
Newhill Y&CC

Ceol na Siég | Fair Concert

(Tickets Online) Cultorlann Mac Adaim O Fiach

7PM

Sivléid Lui na Gréine
Sunset Walk
with Streetworks

Meet at USDT

mickmcallister@usdt.co.uk

Oiche Biongd
Community Bingo Night

lonad Pobail Cnoc Nua
Newhill Community Centre

arleneblaney@usdt.co.uk



AN DOMHNACH 14U BEALTAINE | SUNDAY 14TH MAY [E 11AM | REGISTRATION AT
CAULFIELDS BAR

Rith an Phobail agus
Sidléid Teaghlaigh
Community Run

and Family Walk

Droim Sléibhe Dubhaise
Divis Mountain Ridge Trail

To Register - http://paypal.me/cspwestbelfast
£15 per person covers jersey

and donation to Prostate Cancer

[1PM ]
- Camchuairt Phoblachténach ar Bhaile an
LAV - Mhuilinn le Sedn Fennell
Malarto Eadai . Republican Tour of Milllown Cemetery with Sedn Fennell
Swap Shop :
Geatai Bhaile an Mhuilinn | Milllown Cemetery Gates
Gael-lonad Mhic Goill - eoghan@giornamona.com

gearoidin@glornamona.com

7PM
Cumann Scanndin Loch Lao | Loch Lao Film Club

‘Paris is Burning’

Gael-lonad Mhic Goill
eoghan@glornamona.com
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AN LUAN 15U BEALTAINE | MONDAY 15TH MAY

Bricfeasta Saor ‘s Gaelach
Black Panther Community Breakfast Club

Barr na Carraige | Top of Whiterock
10AM

Conair Dhilra na
bPaisti le Lon
Children’s Nature
Discovery Trail and Lunch

Pairc na bhFal agus
Cluain an Bhogaidh
Falls Park and
Bog Meadows

Joe@feilebelfast.com

10AM

Lé Cultirtha Saol Ur
Saol Ur Culture Day

Halla Naomh Eoin
St John's Parish Hall

p.monahan@usdt.co.uk

Ceardlann Scribhneoireachta
le Michael Patrick Mac Donald
Writing ‘The Rest of Story” with Michael Patrick MacDonald

Gael-lonad Mhic Goill

feargal@glornamona.com

Turas lascaireachta Ceardlann Streetworks
Teaglaigh le Sustrans

Family Fishing Trip in Streetworks Sustrans
Dromore workshops

Buail ag USDT | Meet at USDT  Ggirdin an Phobail

mickmcallister@usdt.co.uk

mickmcallister@usdt.co.uk

7PM

PLE-PHAINEAL | PANEL DISCUSSION:

‘The Planet's on Fire:
What is to be Done?’

Gael-lonad Mhic Goill

eoghan@glornamona.com



AN MHAIRT 16U BEALTAINE | TUESDAY 16TH MAY

(8AM|
Bricfeasta Saor ‘s Gaelach
Black Panther Community Breakfast Club

An Carraig Bhan/larthar na Carraige | Whiterock/Westrock

[11AM| 6:30PM

Seisign E'°|°"'e na Ceardlann faoin Spéir le ‘Connected Adventure’
QCI°|9"“ Gorma le The Hills Are Alive Connected Adventure Outdoor

S,°°| , Workshops

Ur Saol Ur Bluebell Creative

Art Session

Buail ag Cnoc Nua | Meet at Newhill

Leabharlann na Carraige Baine RMoody@usdfcouk
Whiterock Library

p.monahan@usdt.co.uk

7PM

Ceardlann tri Ghaeilge ar Chartlann Des Wilson | Workshop through Irish on the Des Wilson Archive

Gael-lonad Mhic Goill

eoghan@glornamona.com
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AN CHEADAOIN 170 BEALTAINE
WEDNESDAY 17TH MAY

Bricfeasta Saor ‘s

Gaelach

Black Panther Community

Breakfast Club

Loistin na Ména | Turf Lodge
Lén Mér an Phobail Photography
Long Table Exhibition Launch
Community Lunch

o lonad Oige agus

Ionac! Oige & Pobail Chnoc Nua
Pobail Chnoc Nua Newhill Y&CC

Newhill Y&CC

[10AM]
Turas Reilig na Cathrach le Lorraine Mills
City Cemetery Tour with Lorraine Mills

AAB Speak Out Event

Bualad} hriomhgh | Meet at Bottom Gat .
g an pr - eet ot Botlom ales lonad Oige agus Pobail Chnoc Nua Newhill Y&CC

arleneblaney@usdt.co.uk

10AM [ 10AM | 7PM 7PM
Cuairt Sui ‘s Scith go  Saol Ur Sure Start Bréag-Thoghchan How To Become A
Sliabh Dubhais Outdoor Explorers na nOg Hero For Your Autistic
Sui'’s Scith visit to Péirc na bhFal Youth Mock Election Chlldren
Divis Mountain Falls Park - with Jude Marrow
Iona(! Oige agus —
Gael-lonad Mhic Goill p.monahan@usdt.co.uk PN‘;bv?Hilcl:ygé(':\lua Gael-lonad Mhic Goil

padraigin@g/omamona,con;

gearoidin@glornamona.com R.Moody@usdt.co.uk



AN DEARDAOIN 18U BEALTAINE

THURSDAY 18TH MAY

CEARDLANN NA MBAN:
Cearta Teanga agus
an Dream Dearg
Language Rights [ 1PM |
& Dream Dearg Ceardlann Garraidéireachta le Saol Ur
Gael-lonad Mhic Goill Saol Ur Sure Start Gardening Programme
[12PM]

UsDT

[ 12PM |
Outdoor Armchair Ceardlann
Aerobics le Bronagh Starrs: 7B

Fitness Freddie

Parenting Anxious Children

Péirc na Carraige Bdine & Young People ok onad Wi ool

Whiterock Leisure Centre
and Playpark

Playpark -
» lonad Oige agus
Pobail Chnoc Nua
Newhill Y&CC

Ceolchoirm na Féile | Féile Concert: Damien Dempsey with the best local musicians

Naomh Chomgaill | St Comgaill’s
Tickets on Eventbrite
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AN AOINE AOINE 190 BEALTAINE | FRIDAY 19TH MAY

Siuléid an tSléibhe Dhuibh
Saol Ur Sure Start Black Mountain Bluebell Walk

Meet at Saol Ur Sure Start

p.monahan@usdt.co.uk

[11AM]
Fridays for Future with PPR:

“Introduction to Gdirdin an Phobail’

Gairdin an Phobail

’Scribhneoiri an tSléibhe: GFA 25 years on

Gairdin an Phobail

eoghan@glornamona.com

Men’s Craft Workshop

lonad Oige agus Pobail Chnoc Nua | Newhill Y&CC

arleneblaney@usdt.co.uk

7PM

Feasacht Sléinte na nOg
Youth Health Awareness

Gael-lonad Mhic Goill

S.Conlon@usdt.co.uk



AN SATHARN 20U BEALTAINE | SATURDAY 20TH MAY

mEm
. Comoértas Sacair agus Peil Gaelach
i 2012 11- aside CSP Soccer Tournament
Sélann na Carraige Baine | Whiterock Leisure Centre
5.Conlon@usdt.co.uk and mickmeallister@usd.co. vk
8.45]
o : 10AM
Register at USDT for Tournaments
GAA Tournament
Yy . : O'Donnells GAA
Mérshidil na Féile I
Féile na gCloigini Gorma Parade Joe@eilebelfast.com
to Falls Park and O’Donnell’s Pitch
Buail ag Carrchlés USDT | Meet at USDT Carpark

La Spraoi Oige agus Pobail | Final Event
Youth and Community Fun Day

Soélann na Carraige Bdine agus Gael-lonad Mhic Goill | Whiterock Leisure Centre and Gael-lonad Mhic Goill
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